
 
United States Department of Agriculture  •  Natural Resources Conservation Service  •  P.O. Box 364868 

San Juan, PR 00936-4868  •  Phone: (787) 766-5206  •  Web: http://www.pr.nrcs.usda.gov 
   

USDA-NRCS and US Fish & Wildlife Service Partner to Propagate Native Plants for Guánica/ 
Rio Loco Watershed 

 

 
November 2, 2011 – San Juan, PR –NRCS Caribbean Area 

Director, Edwin Almodovar, announces a new cooperative 

agreement with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) 

Caribbean Islands National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) to collect, 

propagate and increase native tree and shrub species in 

Puerto Rico’s Rio Loco/ Guánica watershed. 

The NRCS Plant Materials Program (PMP) will fund this project to demonstrate how local and federal 

agencies can work together to establish conservation practices that protect and improve habitat for 

trust species including migratory birds; threatened, endangered and candidate species; and coral 

reefs. FWS/NWR will provide NRCS with information on plant propagation techniques and assist NRCS 

in the establishment of two (2) demonstration farms in the watershed. NRCS will use the data generated 

by this project to recommend NRCS Conservation Practice Standards that incorporate local plant 

materials for wildlife habitat, soil erosion control and water quality enhancement in dry to humid 

watersheds into the Caribbean Area Field Office Technical Guide. 

“This is another great opportunity for us to implement conservation on the ground in partnership,” said 

NRCS Caribbean Area Director, Edwin Almodovar. “This project will allow us to produce native plants on 

two demonstration sites, and will allow us to better understand how to treat resource concerns.”  

FWS Caribbean Islands National Wildlife Refuge staff will collect and propagate 690 native/endemic 

trees and shrubs (see Table 1); develop and document propagation techniques for inclusion in NRCS 

Plant Guides; and assist in establishing plants on two demonstration farms in southwestern Puerto Rico, 

with an ultimate goal of producing approximately 11,000 trees. The project is focused on the Rio Loco/ 

Guánica Watershed and the Maricao Commonwealth Forest buffer as part of multi-agency efforts to 

expand reforestation and wildlife habitat, and improve upland water quality to reduce pollution impacts 

to Guánica Bay, the coastal waters of southwest Puerto Rico, and associated coral reefs.  

Trees will be propagated for the Rio Loco/ 
Guánica project in these Caribbean Area FWS 
greenhouses at the Cabo Rojo National Wildlife 
Refuge. 
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“This agreement is another great example of the professional and historic collaboration between the 

NRCS and the USFWS to conserve and restore important resources for the benefit of the people of Puerto 

Rico,” said Oscar Diaz, Manager of Cabo Rojo National Wildlife Refuge. 

NRCS will develop Plant Guides for each of the native/endemic species produced by FWS; develop on-

farm planning and application standards incorporating use of these native species in Rio Loco/Guánica 

watershed into NRCS conservation practices including, but not limited to, Tree/Shrub Establishment, 

Silvopasture Establishment, Multi-Story Cropping, Upland Wildlife Management, and Riparian Forest 

Buffers; and establish on farm demonstrations using the selected native tree/shrub species.  

Table 1.  Native plant species to be propagated and established in Rio Loco/Guánica watershed. 
Species Name Origin Species Importance 
Bursera simaruba (Turpentine) Native Tree Fodder and shelter tree. Fruiting tree for native birds. 
Bucida buceras (black olive or 
gre-gre)  Native Tree Fodder and shelter tree. Cavity provider for rare 

native birds. 
Byrsonima spicata (Maricao) Native Tree Fodder and shelter for endangered species.  

Coccolobe krugii (wild grape) Endemic Tree Fruiting tree for native birds. Rare. Endemic to Rio 
Loco Watershed. 

Calliandra locoensis () Endemic Shrub Fodder and shelter for endangered species. 
Cocoloba pubescens (moralón) Native Tree Fodder and shelter for endangered species.  
Cyrilla racemiflora (palo 
Colorado, swamp cyrilla) Native Tree Fodder and shelter for endangered species.  

Bourreria succulent 
(pigeonberry)  Native Tree Fodder and shelter tree. Fruiting tree for native birds. 

Eugenia ligustrina () Native Shrub Fodder and shelter for wildlife species. 
Magnolia portoricensis () Endemic Tree Fodder and shelter for endangered species.  
Parathesis crenulata 
(rascagarganta) Native Shrub Fodder and shelter for endangered species.  

Podocarpus coreaceus (caobilla 
or podocarp) Native Tree 

Major habitat for the endangered bird species 
Dendroica angelae (Elfin Woods Warbler) in Rio Loco 
Upper Watershed - Maricao Forest.  

Roystonea borinquena (royal 
palm) Endemic Tree Fodder and shelter for endangered species.  

Sloanea berteriana (motillo) Native Tree Fodder and shelter for endangered species.  

Erythroxylum areolatum (indio) Native Tree Fodder and shelter for endangered species. Fruiting 
tree for native birds 

Ficus citrifolia (short leaf fig) Native Tree Fodder and shelter tree. Fruiting tree for native birds.  
Guaiacum officinale (lignum 
vitae) Native Tree Fodder and shelter for rare and endangered species. 

For more information on this project, please contact Mr. Jaime Valentín, NRCS State Resource 

Conservationist, at 787-766-5206 x229 or Jaime.Valentin@pr.usda.gov, or Mr. Oscar Diaz, FWS Cabo 

Rojo and Laguna Cartagena Wildlife Refuge Manager, at 787-851-7258 x312 or Oscar_Diaz@fws.gov.  
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