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USDA-NRCS and Conservation Districts Partner to Implement Conservation Practices 
 
October 28, 2011 – San Juan, PR –NRCS Caribbean Area 

Director, Edwin Almodóvar, announces new cooperative 

conservation partnerships between NRCS and the Suroeste 

and Caribe Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) to 

implement water conservation and runoff management 

practices on eligible producers’ lands. NRCS Conservation 

Technical Assistance Program (CTAP) funds will provide 

financial and technical support to cost-effectively conserve water resources and reduce the transport of 

pollutants to surface waters in Puerto Rico’s sensitive Rio Loco/Guánica and South Aquifer watersheds. 

Stream bank damages in the Rio Loco/ Guánica 
and South Aquifer watersheds to be alleviated 
through NRCS & SWCD partnerships. 

“Through this agreement, the Suroeste and Caribe SWCDs will be able to help us implement conservation 

on the ground with engineering and administrative assistance,” said NRCS Caribbean Area Director, 

Edwin Almodóvar. “We really look forward to working with the SWCDs through this agreement, as these 

conservation districts are emerging as new key partners on the Rio Loco/Guánica Bay and South Aquifer 

initiatives.” 

Through these partnerships, the Conservation Districts will work with NRCS to increase use of water 

conservation and runoff management practices by eligible producers and land users in the targeted 

watersheds. Suroeste SWCD will assist producers in the Rio Loco Watershed (within the geographic 

boundaries served by the NRCS Mayaguez Service Center), and Caribe SWCD will assist producers in the 

South Aquifer Watershed (within the geographic boundaries served by the NRCS Juana Diaz Service 

Center). The project is focused on the Rio Loco/ Guánica and South Aquifer watersheds as part of multi-

agency efforts to improve upland water quality to reduce pollution impacts to the South Aquifer, 

Guánica Bay, the coastal waters of southwest Puerto Rico, and associated coral reefs.  

“This agreement with NRCS will help the Suroeste Soil and Water Conservation District, Inc. to carry out 

the pertinent works and expedite the process to implement the project,” said Jaime Acevedo Quiles, 

President of the Board of Directors of the Suroeste Soil and Water Conservation District, Inc.  
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“Moreover, we will have the opportunity to utilize other funds and in this way to expand the project. We 

are very grateful for NRCS’s endorsement and commitment.” 

The Conservation Districts will provide engineering and administrative services to manage construction 

of water conservation and runoff management practices or systems in the targeted watersheds. 

Engineering practices to conserve water and manage runoff include, but are not limited to, sediment 

and water control basins, stream bank and shoreline protection, grassed waterways, open channels, 

irrigation water reservoirs, irrigation systems, irrigation water conveyances and pumping plants. The 

expected benefits from installing these conservation systems include: reducing contaminant loads to 

coastal waters, reducing soil erosion and sediment deposition, improving the filtering capacity of 

riparian areas, improving irrigation systems, improving water quantity and quality of the aquifer, and 

reducing water and energy consumption. 

Ramón Guzmán Bermúdez, President of the Board of Directors of the Caribe Soil and Water of District 

Inc., said, “The Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges the agreement signed with NRCS to recruit an 

engineer to carry out assistance related to implementing the Juana Diaz Watershed Project. We also 

have the opportunity to utilize other funds and in this way to expand the project. We are very grateful to 

the Agency for its endorsement and commitment.” 

For more information on the NRCS/Conservation Districts partnership to implement water conservation 

and runoff management in Southwest Puerto Rico, please contact Mr. José Castro, NRCS Caribbean Area 

Assistant Director, at 787-766-5206 x226 or Jose.Castro@pr.usda.gov; Mr. Jaime Acevedo Quiles, 

Suroeste Soil and Water Conservation District President, at 787-380-7093 or suroestescd@gmail.com; or 

Mr. Ramón Guzmán Bermúdez, Caribe Soil and Water of District President, at 787-567-0203. 
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